
REPORTED / INDIRECT SPEECH 
STATEMENTS 

 

ESTILO 
DIRECTO 

ESTILO 
INDIRECTO 

ESTILO 
DIRECTO 

 
ESTILO INDIRECTO 

 
Simple present Simple past  now Then 
Pres. continuous Past cont.  today That day 
Simple past Past perfect  yesterday The previous day / The day before 
Pres. perfect Past perfect  tomorrow The following day / the next day 
Past perfect Past perfect  Next week / year The following week / year 
Future Conditional  Last week / year The previous week / year 
Conditional Cond. perfect  here There 
Must Had to  this That 
May Might  these those 

 
Tom said: “ I’ ll be back here”     Tom said (that) he would be back  there. 

               
-- tell + objeto indirecto .............................. She told me (that) they were angry 
 
-- say + .......................................................She said (that) they were angry 

+ to + objeto indirecto.....She said to me (that) they were angry 

 

QUESTIONS 
 Los mismos cambios que en “statements” 
 Siguen el orden de las afirmativas y el verbo  va sin los auxiliares  
 El verbo introductorio es normalmente ask o similar (enquire, wonder, want to know, ...) 
 Si la pregunta no empieza por una partícula interrogativa (when, why, how, where ...), se debe 

utilizar if o whether.    
“Where does she live?”, he asked He asked where she lived. 

      He said, “Have you seen this film?” He asked if I had seen that film 
 

COMMANDS 
 
 Los cambios en los pronombres y adverbios ya mencionados. 
 Los verbos introductorios suelen ser tell, order y ask (pedir). 
 Estos verbos introductorios deben ir acompañados de la persona a la que se dirige la frase en 

estilo directo. 
 El verbo de la oración principal en imperativo, pasa a infinitivo con to. 

    “Get out of my way, Tom!”, she said She told Tom to get out of her way 

 
 Cuando el comando es negativo, se pone not delante del infinitivo con to. 

    “She said, “Don’t be late!”  She told me not to be late 

 



REPORTING VERBS  
 
AFIRMACIONES Admit, announce, answer, apologise, think, know, realise 
PREGUNTAS Enquire, request, want to know, wonder 
ÓRDENES Demand, order, shout, warn 
SÚPLICAS Beg 
OFRECIMIENTOS Offer 
SUGERENCIAS Advise, invite, recommend, suggest 

 
SPECIAL STRUCTURES 

 
 
Hay  verbos introductorios con características diferentes: 
 
 -- Apologize + for + -ing  

“I’m sorry. I’m late”  He apologized for being late 
 

 -- Invite + (somebody) + to + inf.  
“Do you like a coffee?”  He invited me to drink a coffee 

        
        Advise + (somebody) + to + inf.  

“You should go to the doctor” He advised me to go to the doctor 
 

 -- Offer + to + inf  
“I’ll open it for you”  He offered to open it for me 
 

 -- Suggest (that)   
“Why don’t you do it?” 

 
+  (should) + inf. He suggested (that) we (should) do it 

     
+  gerund          He suggested doing it. 

 


